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SUBJECT: NIEHOUS KIDNAPPING 

1 . WILLIAM COLEMAN, OWENS-ILLINOIS, VICE PRESIDENT, 

CONTACTED DEPARTMENT OFFICER JULY 21 TO SAY HE HAD 
RECEIVED INFORMATION FROM PRIVATE SOURCES THAT GOV HAS 
"STUMBLED ON INFORMATION" AS A CONSEQUENCE OF RECENT 
ARRESTS OF LEFTIST ACTIVISTS WHICH INDICATES THAT 
NIEHOUS IS DEAD. COLEMAN DID NOT ELABORATE ON INFOR- 
MATION ALLEGED TO BE IN GOV POSSESSION AND DEPARTMENT 
OFFICER DID NOT REVEAL KNOWLEDGE OF RECENT INTELLIGENCE 
REPORTS ON THIS SUBJECT. 

2. COLEMAN WENT ON TO STATE HE HAD FURTHER INFORMATION 
FROM SEVERAL SOURCES THAT EL NACIONAL REPORTER, GERMAN 
CARRIAS HAS INFORMATION FROM SOURCES PRESUMED TO BE 
CLOSE TO KIDNAPPERS THAT NIEHOUS DIED ON APRIL 8, 1977 
FROM "NATURAL CAUSES." THIS INFORMATION ALLEGES NIEHOUS' 

BODY IS BURIED SOMEWHERE NEAR "BARCELONA." COLEMAN SAID 
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A SECOND EL NACIONAL REPORTER, FNU CASTELLANAS, RE- 
PORTEDLY HAS RECEIVED SIMILAR INFORMATION. 

3. COLEMAN ALSO STATED THAT A THIRD EL NACIONAL REPORTER, 

FNU SCHMIDT, WHO IS WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THAT 

NEWSPAPER, ALSO IS SUPPOSED TO POSSESS SOME OF THE FORE- 
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GOING INFORMATION. COLEMAN SAID HE DID NOT KNOW IF THIS 
INFORMATION IS KNOWN TO THE GOV. HE ASKED THAT THE 
ABOVE BE TRANSMITTED TO EMBASSY CARACAS AND REQUESTED 
THAT SOMEONE CONTACT THE TWO REPORTERS THERE TO CHECK 
OUT WHAT THEY KNEW. HE FURTHER SUGGESTED THAT THE 
DEPARTMENT CONTACT SCHMIDT IN WASHINGTON FOR THE PURPOSE. 

4. THE DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S COMMENTS 
ON THE FOREGOING, SPECIFICALLY WHETHER SUCH CONTACTS 
ARE FEASIBLE OR DESIRABLE. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: KIDNAPPING, ALLEGATIONS, DEATHS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 25-Jul-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE1 73535 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: J E KARKASHIAN:PAD 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770265-0110 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9770721 /aaaaaslb. tel 

Line Count: 72 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: dabb8264-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN MCT 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 -Apr-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1756918 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NIEHOUS KIDNAPPING 

TAGS: PINS, VE, US, OWENS-ILLINOIS, (NIEHOUS, WILLIAM F) 

To: CARACAS 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/dabb8264-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



